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GENERAL REPORT:
One o f the  firs t actions o f the  Society Council th is year, a fte r receiv­
ing w ith  pleasure the news th a t the  p rope rty  "HORSLEY" had been 
purchased w ith  in ten t to  restore it  au thentica lly , was the despatch o f a 
le tte r to the Town P lanning Section o f the C ity Council, regard ing  the 
preservation o f historic sites and bu ild ings  in the d is tric t, w hen threatened 
by priva te  developers, and attaching a fu ll lis t o f  bu ild ings , sites and 
houses in the area, classified as w o rth y  o f preservation. S im ila r letters 
w ith  lists w e re  subsequently sent to  ne ighbouring  Councils.
W ere w e  c la irvoyant, w e  should have seen the  tim eliness o f such 
action, fo r  'e re  the year depart, th is was to become a m ajor issue w ith in  
the C ity.
C o-incidenta lly, a t the  ve ry  next m eeting o f the  Society, a le tte r from  
the P. & C. Association o f the W o llongong  Public School, expressed d is­
tress at the present unsafe cond ition  o f the  to w e r at the School, and 
p leading assistance w hen repair w o rk  commenced, to  retain au thentic ity  
o f style. N ot fee ling  qua lified  to meet tha t dem and, w e  made certain 
suggestions fo r  reference, w ith  w e  trust, a happy result.
N ext came the controversial proposal fo r  the  "d e ve lo p m e n t" o f 
Belm ore Basin, resu lting in strong action against i t  fro m  the Society, 
w ith  deputations, pub lic  letters in newspapers, and in fo rm a tion  from  the 
M in is te r fo r  Environm ental C ontro l, M r. J. Beale. G loom  still loom ed 
w hen it seemed tha t no th ing  short o f a m iracle w o u ld  keep "Bustle Cot­
tage" and "C orm is ton" standing. It seems these (the miracles) are not 
so rare, as both are still extant, and w ha t a w o n d e rfu l Christmas Present 
it was to  hear tha t "C o rm is ton " had been w ith d ra w n  from  sale.
MUSEUM REPORT:
Once again w e  are proud to  report progress at the M useum , w hich 
is stead ily becom ing an established part o f com m unity  life .
It is estimated tha t several thousand people (inc lud ing  School and 
o ther groups) passed th rough , and as evidenced fro m  the  V is ito r's  Book, 
from  overseas and the  fo u r corners o f the  continent, resu lting in continu­
ous "non-stocks" o f the souvenir brochure.
In add ition  to the various artifacts, items (large and small) pictures, 
fu rn ish ings, fix tu res, etc., th e  com pletion o f the  B lacksm ith's and W heel­
w r ig h t shops dem onstrate the constant expansion. Still in hand are the  
Colonial Kitchen and the projected M in in g  E xhib ition Build ing.
(Artic les do get broken and need expe rt repair —  thanks M r. Brown.)
C om m unity acceptance, and the consequent flow -on  the re from  o f 
course, has its com m itm ents, the m ajor one be ing staffing. In A ugust our 
Supervisors, M r. and M rs. W atters, re g re tfu lly  resigned fo r  health 
reasons (although still regulars around the place)!!! F o llow ing  verbal un­
successful appeals fo r  a princ ipa l Supervisor the  urgency was deta iled in 
the  Bulletin  cu lm ina ting  in response fro m  outside the m em bership. W e 
have been fo rtuna te  in securing the services o f Mrs. A. Pezzutto, w ho  is 
enthusiastica lly carry ing  out du ty , on M onday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday d u ring  the Tourist Season, inc lud ing  Public Holidays. Society 
members regu la rly  staff W ednesday and weekends.
The w eek by w eek open ing  has been possib le by the efforts o f Mes- 
dames Evans and H ow ells in roster contro l, and Joyce M cCarthy, w ho 
doubles as Museum and excursion booking  officer.
